
H O M E  B U Y E R  G U I D E

YOUR COMPLETE GUIDE TO THE HOME BUYING PROCESS



As a proud Arizona native and seasoned
real estate professional, I am passionate
about sharing my knowledge, experience,
and love for this state as clients begin the
exciting next chapter of their lives. I value
the trust placed in me as a true expert in
this market and it is my greatest joy to
guide individuals through the real estate
buying and selling process in the place I
call ‘home.’ 

Buying a home requires tenacity, patience,
and creativity. With clear, open, and honest
communication as well as a collaborative,
customer-first approach, I actively listen to
my clients’ needs to better help them
achieve the best possible outcome.
Additionally, as a RESACertified Staging
Advocate and Certified Negotiation Expert
(CNE) with years of experience helping
buyers and sellers come to win-win
resolutions, I am a dedicated advocate for
my clients – always keeping their best
interest and long-term goals at heart. 

As we work together to bring your real
estate dreams to fruition, it is my top
priority that you experience harmony,
peace, trust and financial success through
the buying process.

(602) 733-2278   Direct         AndreaS4Group@Gmail.com      AndreaGarciarealty.com

-  Andrea



T H E  P R O C E S S
A STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE OF THE HOME BUYING PROCESS 
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C O N S U L T A T I O N

Mee t  w i t h  you r  r ea l

e s t a t e  agen t  t o

d i s c u s s  you r  de s i r ed

home  need s .

P R E - Q U A L I F I E D

I f  y o u  need  f i nanc i ng ,

ge t  p r e - app ro ved  w i t h

a  mo r t gage  l e nde r  o r

ban k .

H O M E  S E A R C H

You r  r ea l  e s t a t e  agen t

w i l l  s e nd  you  a  l i s t  o f

home s  ba sed  on  you r

need s  and  t o u r

p r ope r t i e s  f o r  s a l e .

M A K E  A N  O F F E R

Make  an  o f f e r  o n  home

you ' d  l i k e  t o  p u r c ha se

and  ge t  a c cep t ed .

H O M E  I N S P E C T I O N

D i s c u s s  r e s u l t s  w i t h

you r  r ea l t o r  a nd  dec i de

wh i c h  r epa i r s  you ' d  l i k e

f i x ed  be f o r e  you  move

f o rwa rd .

A P P R A I S A L  &  T I T L E
S E A R C H

The  ban k  o r  l e nde r

o r de r s  t h e  app ra i s a l ,

l awye r s  o r  a  t i t l e

company  doe s  t h e

t i t l e  s ea r c h .

C L O S I N G

Ge t  f i nanc i ng

app ro ved ,  conduc t  a

f i na l  wa l k t h r o ugh ,  s i g n

pape r s  and  ce l eb ra t e !



R E A L  E S T A T E  T E R M S
HELPFUL TERMS FOR HOME BUYERS TO KNOW

A P P R A I S A L
A de t e rm i na t i o n  o f  va l u e
f o r  you r  hou s e  you  p l a n
t o  bu y .  A  l i c e n s ed ,
i ndependen t  app ra i s e r
make s  an  e s t ima t e  b y
e xam i n i ng  t h e  p r ope r t y
&  compa r i ng  i t  w i t h
r e cen t  s a l e s  o f  s im i l a r
p r ope r t i e s .

C L O S I N G  C O S T S

Fee s  and  e xpen se s  you
pay  when  you  c l o s e  on
you r  hou s e ,  beyond  t h e
down  paymen t .  I n c l ude s
f e e s  f o r  a n  a t t o r n e y ,  t i t l e
s ea r c h/ i n s u r ance ,  t a xe s ,
l e nde r  co s t s  a nd  some
up f r o n t  hou s i ng  e xpen se s .

V O E  ( V e r i f i c a t i o n  o f
e m p l o y m e n t )

The  f i na l  v e r i f i c a t i o n  o f
emp l o ymen t  done  by
you r  l e nde r  w i t h  you r
emp l o ye r  be f o r e  c l o s i ng
e s c r ow .

Z O N I N G

L o ca l  l aws  d i v i d i ng
c i t i e s  o r  coun t i e s  i n t o
d i f f e r e n t  zone s
acco rd i ng  t o  a l l owed
u se s .  E x .  comme r c i a l ,
r e s i den t i a l ,  a nd  m i x ed -
u s e .

E S C R O W

The  ho l d i ng  o f  f u nd s  o r
documen t s  b y  a  neu t r a l
t h i r d  pa r t y  d u r i ng
c l o s i ng  t h e  s a l e  o f  you r
home .

T I T L E

Owne r s h i p  o f  r ea l  e s t a t e
o r  pe r s ona l  p r ope r t y .
Wi t h  r ea l  e s t a t e ,  t i t l e  i s
e v i denced  by  a  deed
r e co rded  i n  t h e  coun t y
l a nd  r e co rd  o f f i c e .

E A R N E S T  D E P O S I T

You  pay  by  a  pe r s ona l
c hec k  o r  ban k  w i r e  t h e
day  a f t e r  go i ng  u nde r
con t r a c t .

I N S P E C T I O N  P E R I O D

A s e t  amoun t  o f  t ime  you
have  t o  i n spec t  a  home
w i t h  an y  i n spec t o r  -  pa i d
f o r  b y  t h e  bu ye r .



U P  F R O N T  C O S T S C O S T S  D U E  A T  C L O S I N G

C O S T S  T O  B E  A W A R E  O F  
D U R I N G  T H E  B U Y I N G  P R O C E S S

Paid by personal check or bank wire 

Refundable if you don't buy the home

and don't breach contract

General home inspection 

Termite inspection

Speciality inspections (HVAC, Plumbing,

Electrical, Foundation, Mold, etc.) 

General appraisal costs

EARNEST DEPOSIT 

INSPECTIONS

APPRAISAL 

Lender Fees

Title Fees

1 year prepaid homeowners insurance

3 months property taxes

Paid by cashier/certified check or bank

wire

CLOSING COSTS

DOWN PAYMENT



F I N A N C I N G  T I P S

0 1

G E T  Y O U R  C R E D I T  I N  C H E C K

Make sure you're financially prepared for home ownership .
Do you have a lot of debt? Do you have enough saved for a
down payment? Check your credit score and do what you can
to improve it. If your credit score isn't where you want it to be,
give yourself 6-9 months to improve it before buying a home.
Consult your local lender or credit repair specialist to get your
credit score higher. 

0 2

F I N D  T H E  R I G H T  L E N D E R

You'll want to find a lender that best fits your needs. We
suggest using a mortgage broker they have the ability to shop
multiple companies and give you a variety of different loans
and pricing.  Sometimes working with your lender from a big
bank is best if you are buying a jumbo loan and have a lot of
assets under management.  Otherwise, we prefer mortgage
brokers.

0 3

G A T H E R  D O C U M E N T S

W-2 forms from the past 2 years
Pay stubs from the last 30 days
Federal tax return from the past 2 years
Proof of other sources of income
Recent bank statements
Details on long-term debts such as car payments or student
loans
ID and social security number

A Lender will need to gather documents and information from
you in order to get you pre-approved to purchase a home.
Here are a few things to have ready: 



R E S O U R C E S
A  Q U I C K  G U I D E  T O  L O C A L  S E R V I C E

P R O V I D E R S  I N  Y O U R  A R E A

P L U M B I N G
C O M P A N Y  N A M E  . . . . .  8 0 0 . 1 2 3 . 4 5 6 7

C O M P A N Y  N A M E  . . . . .  8 0 0 . 1 2 3 . 4 5 6 7

C O M P A N Y  N A M E  . . . . .  8 0 0 . 1 2 3 . 4 5 6 7

H A N D Y M A N
C O M P A N Y  N A M E  . . . . .  8 0 0 . 1 2 3 . 4 5 6 7

C O M P A N Y  N A M E  . . . . .  8 0 0 . 1 2 3 . 4 5 6 7

C O M P A N Y  N A M E  . . . . .  8 0 0 . 1 2 3 . 4 5 6 7

L A N D S C A P I N G
C O M P A N Y  N A M E  . . . . .  8 0 0 . 1 2 3 . 4 5 6 7

C O M P A N Y  N A M E  . . . . .  8 0 0 . 1 2 3 . 4 5 6 7

C O M P A N Y  N A M E  . . . . .  8 0 0 . 1 2 3 . 4 5 6 7

C A B L E  &  I N T E R N E T
C O M P A N Y  N A M E  . . . . .  8 0 0 . 1 2 3 . 4 5 6 7

C O M P A N Y  N A M E  . . . . .  8 0 0 . 1 2 3 . 4 5 6 7

C O M P A N Y  N A M E  . . . . .  8 0 0 . 1 2 3 . 4 5 6 7

H O M E  C L E A N I N G
C O M P A N Y  N A M E  . . . . .  8 0 0 . 1 2 3 . 4 5 6 7

C O M P A N Y  N A M E  . . . . .  8 0 0 . 1 2 3 . 4 5 6 7

C O M P A N Y  N A M E  . . . . .  8 0 0 . 1 2 3 . 4 5 6 7

E L E C T R I C A L
C O M P A N Y  N A M E  . . . . .  8 0 0 . 1 2 3 . 4 5 6 7

C O M P A N Y  N A M E  . . . . .  8 0 0 . 1 2 3 . 4 5 6 7

C O M P A N Y  N A M E  . . . . .  8 0 0 . 1 2 3 . 4 5 6 7



(602) 733-2278   Direct

AndreaS4Group@Gmail.com

AndreaGarciarealty.com

Let’s connect on social media!


